SUMMARY The API-ZYM method of detecting enzymes was tested using 99 streptococci isolated from clinical material and 14 type species obtained from the National Collection of Type Cultures. We found the method easy and reliable. The results obtained indicate that this method could be a useful identification system in busy routine clinical laboratories.
The streptococci commonly known as the 'indifferent' streptococci, that is, those belonging to the 'viridans' group and the non-haemolytic organisms, include a number of species that differ greatly in their ability to cause specific diseases in man. Streptococcus bovis,l Streptococcus mitior, and Streptococcus sanguis are all associated with endocarditis,l while deep-seated abscesses often yield Streptococcus milleri.'2,3 These species can be identified by a whole battery of cultural and serological tests.4 However, the tests as they are currently performed are slow, tedious, and time-consuming as well as utilising highly complex media. All of these factors combined occasionally lead to equivocal results being recorded. Because of this unreliability, it may be difficult to identify and subsequently classify the streptococci isolated from man, and these are most often dismissed with the general term ' viridans streptococci '. Supplementary, or even entirely new, alternative means of identification are required. Such a new system has been successfully developed to detect rapidly specific enzymes from single substrates using a heavy inoculum of organisms or biological fluid.5 This Auxotab system has been sucessfully applied in both animal tissues,6 and biological fluids.7'8 Both staphylococci9 and Erwinia '0 
Results
The results of the API-ZYM system are summarised in Table 4 , which presents the 'key' reactions as a code for each individual strain of streptococci investigated. A 'key' reaction is one that reacts strongly in the system (colour intensity 3 or greater) consistently with all strains tested. The code for each organism is then arranged using these 'key' reactions, as in Table 4 .
If the code is strictly used, a high percentage of correct identification can be achieved (Table 5) . Not surprisingly, those organisms that have a welldefined, conventional, biochemical classification identify most easily and most often using the API-ZYM, for example, Strep. faecalis (90% correct identification) and Strep. faecium (100% correct identification), while other streptococci reflect the However, in the main we found that API-ZYM in our hands gave good, reliable, and accurate identification of potentially harmful streptococci. It would certainly enable the busy routine laboratory to pursue these organisms and achieve correct identification in at least 60%, and sometimes even 100%, of all streptococci investigated.
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